These grading criteria are for your guidance, and I try to follow them closely. However, be aware that additional factors may weigh in my judgment. For example, if your paper is very thoughtful, but the mechanics are sloppy, you’ll lose points. Conversely, if your mechanics and clarity are perfect, but your thoughtfulness is light, don’t expect more than a “good” range. A score of 92 is rare, and is about the highest grade I give, with some exceptions. An 85 is considered excellent, and 80, very good. 75 is ok. 70 indicates you need some work. Below that and you need a lot of work, say, on grammar, punctuation, organization, or citing sources.
1. Mechanics, the bottom line: Minimal grammatical, punctuation, and spelling mistakes. Formatting must be consistent: paper should look neat and organized and page numbers on bottom right corner. (If submitted by hard-copy, then stapled.) Name clearly indicated on top left corner; title should be centered (see “Papers—formatting, saving, submitting”). Papers that carelessly neglect these matters will receive no more than 60 points. 

2. Clarity: The writing is clear, that is, word choices have been carefully considered and the words are arranged to facilitate comprehension for the reader (i.e., the sentences are grammatically correct, syntactical units are kept together, and flow of ideas is logical and organized). Papers that are clearly written, but which lack the criteria below, tend to get up to 75 points.

3. Coherence: Clearly defined purpose and strong support. The paper has a clear, manageable, and interesting thesis, and it is supported with illustrative examples, explanations, as well as anticipates possible objections. Papers that accomplish this much (in addition to the above criteria) tend to receive 75-85 points.

4. Thoughtfulness: The writer demonstrates serious and sustained engagement with the texts and his/her thesis. These papers, as long as they fulfill the above criteria as well, tend to be in the 85-92 range.

